
TEACHING  AWARD 

CHARLA BROWN, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Human Resource Mgmt. 

Students, colleagues, and collaborators praise Dr. 
Charla Brown for her dedication to student success. A 

recent graduate 
currently working 
in the field of 
human resources 
wrote that Charla’s 
enthusiasm, 
commitment, and 
passion inspired 
her, and that the 
experiences and 

opportunities Charla created through the UAS Student 
Chapter of the Society of Human Resource 
Management (SHRM) gave her the knowledge and 
understanding needed to obtain her position. Leaders 
of the Alaska SHRM State Council noted Charla’s 
success in establishing a UAS student chapter and a 
virtual SHRM student chapter for the state. They 
praised her efforts to secure funding for students to 
attend professional meetings and her mentoring of the 
first team of Alaskan students to participate in SHRM 
Regional Student Case Competition. A student wrote 
that Charla’s “passion for student success and her 
devoted attention to our development is paramount. I 
recently asked her, why and how she does it all. Charla 
responded that she is happy to - that being part of the 
community and making a difference in the lives of 
students was all she could ask for.” 

SERV ICE AW ARD 
 

SUSAN KENDIG, M.S.  
Assistant Professor of Chemistry 

Colleagues note that Ms. Susan Kendig has contributed 
to the success of UAS through her participation in a 
wide range of activities that serve students, campus, 
and the community. Susan serves students at the 
Learning Center as a tutor for Chemistry and Biology 

classes. One 
student wrote of 
how encouraging 
and supportive 
she is in that 
role, saying, “Her 
empathetic style 
promotes and 
exchange of 
ideas that builds 

confidence and self-respect”. Susan is an active 
member of the committees she serves on such as the 
Sustainability Committee and the Teaching Learning 
and Technology Roundtable (TLTR). In the community, 
Susan has presented demonstrations and discussions 
for students at Auke Bay Elementary School, at the 
Juneau Public Library’s “Discover Tech” Family Night 
and has given demonstration lectures for potential 
students for recruitment purposes. “Whether it is the 
Power and Privilege Symposium, the UAS Dance Club, 
or the March for Science, Susan can be counted on to 
enthusiastically help with her signature positive 
attitude - UAS is fortunate to have her.” 

FAC UL TY ADVIS ING  AWARD
 

JILL A. DUMESNIL, Ph.D. 
Professor of Mathematics 

 Dr. Jill Dumesnil has been teaching at UAS since 2005 
and during that time, she has developed a depth of 

knowledge 
about 
university 
policies, degree 
requirements, 
and best 
practices in 
advising that 
make her an 
excellent 
resource for 

students as well as staff. “Jill puts in a lot of effort to 
help her students develop learning skills and 
techniques necessary for their long-term success at 
UAS, not just in math, but also in all subjects. She 
advocates for students even when they may not know 
they need advocating for.” Whether it is securing 
resources for students in need or helping students 
switch classes to best meet their educational needs, Jill 
makes decisions based on what is best for the student. 
One student noted how much she appreciated that Jill 
is honest and direct while also being easy to talk to and 
fun. “Jill really cares about her students and wants 
them to succeed which is the hallmark of an excellent 
faculty advisor.” 
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RES EARCH AW ARD 
 

JANICE STRALEY, M.S. 
Professor of Marine Biology 

 “Professor Jan Straley has been an influential figure in 
marine science since she came to Alaska in the 1970s. 
Through her career and partnerships, she has amassed 

a hugely 
valuable 
database of 
humpback 
whale 
observations. 
This work on a 
severely 
depleted 
population at 
the beginning of 
her career has 
helped to tell 

the story of ecological recovery. Currently, with our 
changing ocean, this database is a rare longitudinal 
resource for assessing changes in ocean processes 
through the changing movements, reproductive 
biology, and abundance of humpback whales. Jan has 
also worked on the forefront of integrating industry 
into marine science. Her work with cetacean 
interactions with longline fishermen for sablefish, 
herring fisheries and salmon hatcheries is both 
responsive to the needs of her community and an 

example for researchers worldwide. Jan has had a 
productive publishing record publishing over 100 
research articles, which have been cited more than 
2,500 times. This exceptional record is a testament to 
the quality of her work and the fact that she is a 
sought-after collaborator. Jan’s work has broad appeal 
and draws attention to our region. Her work has been 
featured in the New York Times and in NPR’s Science 
Friday. Finally, Jan is an exceptional mentor, providing a 
rare early role model for women in marine field science 
and helping to diversify her field. The legion of 
scientists she has helped train ensure a strong legacy 
through their contributions to marine science, 
education, and health.”  

Photo credit: James Poulson 

 
 
ADJUNC T INS TRUCTIO N AWARD 

 
CHRISTOFER TAYLOR, M.F.A. 
Adjunct Instructor of Art 

Students in Mr. Christofer Taylor’s classes provided 
numerous, enthusiastic testimonials about the 
dedication he brings to the studio, and the remarkable 
talent he has as both a teacher and as an artist. “His 
classes are well organized, and he provides individual 
attention to every student, helping them improve their 
own skill and understanding of the principles of 
drawing and painting. He embodies the high standards 
he expects of his students, and yet is humble, 
approachable, and gentle.” They note the rigor of the 
coursework he delivers, from anatomy, color theory, 

and art history as well as technique. He not only 
teaches beginning, intermediate, advanced, and senior 
classes, but many times those courses are stacked so 
students can have a huge range of ability and 
experience. Chris is also the featured artist in this year's 
UAS "Tidal Echoes" and he arranged a presentation for 
his students on how to submit their work for 
consideration as well. He is organizing a student art 
show at UAS, including matting and hanging the work. 
He has published a book of his artwork, had two 
community exhibits of his art, and recently attended 
the College Art Association Conference. Mr. Taylor 
takes great care to continue to improve his skills as 
both an artist and a teacher, and we benefit as 
students 
from those 
efforts. 
“Chris 
Taylor is 
my ideal 
teacher. I 
am able to 
create 
pieces I 
never 
imagined 
being capable of under his tutelage. He always stays 
late to make sure everyone gets feedback. He is not 
only able to teach to the students who require the 
most support; he also strengthens and stretches the 
most accomplished in the class.” 

 

 May 7, 2018 


